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TYLDESLBY  URBAN ^DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

A’^^,..^PpRT  OJP  _TH5  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

The  Chairman  end  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
Tyldesley  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 


s'  J 

y 


ending  Deoanberllrt/^?  herewith  my  sixteenth  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
Ministry  of  Hell “  ?Sfn  ourtolled  bridged  by  direction  of  the 

detail  report^at*some°future  “  "*  ^  ^  ln°lusi”  in  * 

the  rti  does  not  show  s^y  outstanding  feature  in  the  health  of 

strict  except  I  regret  to  state  a  marked  increase  in  the  Infantile 
Mortality  rate.  I  refer  to  this  at  length  later  in  this  report. 

Employment  is  good,  overcrowding  is  becoming;  more  acute  and  H4,o 
population,  according  to  the  Registrar  General,  is  not  Lc  re  Ling! 

death*  T'a  hGalt^  °f  th0  district  is  very  satisfactory  the  number  of 

deaths  recorded  is  substantially  the  same  as  in  1942  giving  a  rate  of  12  4  per 

incrohe  at°?rrofr  1  000  ^  of,the  gentry  tho  birth  rate  again  shov^  an 
roc.se  at  PGr  1,000  compared  with  16.6  in  1942. 

,  TT1?e  chi8f  causes  of  death  arc  still,  in  both  soxos.  Heart  Diseaso 
f  .  ?  Intrac  ranial  Vascular  Lesions.  In  addition  there  wore  four  deaths’ 
from  violent  causes  and  two  from  road  traffic  accidents. 

,  reference  to  Infectious  Disease  there  was  a  marked  doorcase 

deaths  °f  Dlphthortn  notified,  with  I  as  please  to  state"  no 

(465^  L  So  °aS°S  M°aslss  at  58  has  docroasod  from  hundreds 

iilelso^s  mSSrUySdoy:reLod:n0raiy  th0  in0idOMG  °f  n0tifiabl° 


......  11:10  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Astloy 

Authority  was  88  compared  with  81  in  1943. 


Sanatorium  from  this 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. . 


Di seaso . 

1943. 

1942 

• 

- 

1941. 

Cases 

.  Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases 

.  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

20 

•mt 

35 

2 

32 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

n  T 

i 

Scarlet  Fever 

69 

\ 

30 

79 
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Measles 
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465 

1 
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Whooping  Cough 

49 
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Corobral  Spinal  Fever 
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1 
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Encephalitis 
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2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
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Puerperal  Pyroxia 
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3 

1 
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MATERNITY  &  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Each  year  the  clinics  arc  Letter  attended,  though  again  I 
regret  to  ohsorvc  that  there  is  a  type  of  mother  who  fails  to  appreciate 
its  advantages .  The  number  of  mothers  on  the  register  at  Tyldesloy  is  267 
ond  at  Astley  189  with  attendances  at  the  Clinics  of  respectively  2,934  and 
2,022.  The  majority  of  children  attending  are  under  3  years  of  age.  Tho 
gap  between  3  and  5  years  is  still  a  problem  with  all  Maternity  &  Child 
Welfare  Authorities. 

The  Health  Visitor  reports  that  she  made  823  visits  to  children 
under  1  year  and  1,219  visits  to  children  1  to  5  years. 

■  •  •  v  1  I  I’  t  ' 

Minor  ailments  are  treated  at  tho  clinics,  many  more  cases 
than  in  previous  years'  being  seen  and  treated,  A  minor  Ailment  Clinic  would 
be  a  decided  ndvnnta.gc.  Many  cases  were  referred  to  tho  appropriate 
hospital . 

rt  r  •  *  t  -  i  f  yl  f  1  '  *  '*  .  ’ 

Sevoral  cases  requiring  Dental  Treatment,  Tonsils  and  Adenoids, 
Sunlight  and  Orthopaedic  treatment  were  referred  to  the  School  Medical 
Officer  in  accordance  with  the  arrangements  between  your  Authority  and  the 
Lancashire  County  Council, 

10,612  bottles  of  orange  juice  woro  distributed  at  your  contros 
and  1,790  bottles  of  cod  liver  oil,  though  it  is  regretted  that  many 
parents  do  not  avail  themselves  of  these  facilities. 

I  wish  here  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  21  stillbirths  which 
were  recorded  in  the  area.  This  is  still  on  unsatisfactory  problem  and 
appears  to  bo  general  throughout  the  country.  Each  case  was  investigated 
by  tho  Health  Visitor,  and  except  in  three  canes  the  mothers  were  not  employed 
in  any  outside  capacity.  Many  of  these  attended  at  the  Anto~Natal  Clinic. 
After  considering  each  case  I  regret  I  cannot  find  any  adequate  explanation 
for  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs.  It  is  a  general  problem  that  I 
suggest  should  be  thoroughly  examined  by  a  competent  authority.  It  is  a 
loss  to  tho  country  apart  from  tho  distress  caused  to  mothers. 

With  reference  to  the  Infantile  Mortaility  Rate  25  deaths 
oceurod  in  children  up  to  one  yoa.r  of  age.  This  gives  a  ra.to  of  81.2  per 
1,000  live  births  which  is  almost  double  that  for  1942  (42  per  1,000)  the 
rate  for  the  Country  being  49  per  1,000,  Each  case  has  been  investigo-tod 
by  the  Health  Visitor  and  although  prematurity  was  the  chief  cause  this 
only  accounted  for  8  deaths.  The  particulars  of  the  deaths  are  recorded 
below  and  show  that  17  out  of  the  25  deaths  occurred  in  babies  up  to  a  month 
old  and  appear  to  have  been  unavoidable.  Many  occurred  in  Hospital. 


Causo  of  Death. 

Age. 

Congenital  Malformation  Debility  etc. 

1  month,  1 

week,  1  month,  15  mins,  1  day. 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

4  months. 

Whooping  Cough 

4  months. 

34  X 

Prematurity 

_ 3  hours,  3 
a3  weeks, X2 

weeks, „3  hours,  1  day, 
weeks,  2  days,  2  weeks. 

Diarrhoea 

2  weeks,  2 

weeks, 1  week,  2  months. 

Nephritis 

3  months. 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

2  days,  5  months. 

Convulsions 

10  months# 

Suprarenal  haemorrhage 

1  week. 

Peritonitis 

3  weeks. 

si  Twins. 


The  ages  of  deaths  are  summarised  below:- 


'  Up  to  one  day  3.  ' ' . 

Between  1  &  7  days  4. 

Bet  wen  '1  &..4  weeks  .  10. 
Between' 1  &  3  months  '  4. 

Between  4  &;  6  months  3, 

Over  6  months  1. 


of  age. 


Seven  deaths  were  recorded  of  children  between  1  aid  5  years 
the  majority  of  those  occurring  in  hospital. 


Births. 


Of  the  total  number  of  Births  (live  and  still)  329  for  1943 
51  occurred  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  and  39  at  Leigh  Maternity  Homo.  The 
majority  of  cases  at  St.  Mary's  had  either  boon  sent  there  by  the  Council’s 
Ante -Natal  Consultant  or  by  the  patient’s  own  Medical  Practitioner.  Most 
of  the.  cases  admitted  to  the  Leigh  Maternity  Homo  were  for,  domestic 
reasons  and  better  facilities.  The  remainder  were  generally  attended  by 

07J>0j4°  r  W  ?  ^1.1^w^ves  practising  in  tho  area  and  who  work  under  tho  direction 
of  -the  0ounty  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  tho  Lancashire  Countv  Council 
being  the  supervising  authority. 

C  ?  J  n<t 

Ante-Natal  G^^nltmrtr. 


,,  .  ,  „  ,  ,  F. R.C.O.G, ,  St.  John  Street,  Manchester  is 

the  Ante-Natal  Consultant,  he  replaced  Dr.  Brentnall  who  resigned  during 

tne  year.  I  would  like  to  record  my  regret  at  the  departure  of  Dr. 
Brentnail  felt  compelled  owing  to  presure  of  work  to  resign  his  post 
w  10.1  he  had  held  for  many  years.  During  the  time  he  was  our  Ant e-Natal 
onsultant  he  rendered  very  valuable  service  to  expectant  mothers  and  was 
both  popular  and  much  respected  by  them. 


Owing  to  the  number  of  cases,  which  have  been  increasing 
yearly, on  tho  appointment  of  Dr,  Addis,  it  was  decided  to  have  two  sessions 
per  month  instead  of  one  as  formerly.  Dr.  Addis  has  proved  himself  to 
e  a  popular  and.  capable  consultant.  Two  Midwivos  attend  each  Clinic  and  the 
Consultant  s  advice  is  sought  and  the  case  is  explained  to  them. 


.  regretted  that  all  tho  Medical  Practitioners 

m  the  area  do  not  avail  themselves  of  tho  Clinic  facilities  and  still 
refer  their  patients  direct  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  thereby  causing 
unnecessary  expense  and  waste  of  tire  to  the  expectant  mother. 

The  Council  have  an  arrangman£  for  payment  of  fees,  in 
accordance  with  a  scale  of  income,  with  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  and  the  Leigh 
Maternity  Homo.  The  number  of  expectant  mothers  on  tho  register  is  157 
and  the  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  227.  The 
Health  Visitor  paid  20  visits  to  the  homes  of  expectant  mothers. 


^  bgo-in  h  pleasure  to  record  there  were  no  Maternal 

Deaths  m  1943. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


Tho  Ministry  of  Health  continued  its  propaganda  by 
posters,  press,  and  the  B.B.C.  to  impress  upon  the  public  the  necessity  of 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  with  very  valuable  results  throughout  the 
oountry  and  the  percentage  of  children  protected  against  Diphtheria  has  much 
increased.  There  has  been  no  gratifying  result  as  yet  in  tho  number  of  cases 
ol  Diphtheria  notified  generally.  This  problem  will  not  bo  solved  until 
am  least  75/o  of  tho  children  up  to  school  leaving  ago  are  protected.  I  am 
of  opinion  that  the  weight  of  the  public  opinion  is  gradually  realizing  its 
-enofits.  One  notices  that  if  a  deo.th  occurs  from  this  disease  in  the 
area  there  is  a  temporary  fillip  in ’the  children  presented  for  immunisation. 

.  0  n^abGr  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  this  area  is  gradually 
improving  but  not  to  the  extent  one  would  desire  for  safety. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  in  the  area  during  1943 


Tyetflroen  'the  ftgesr  -of  1  and  5  ms  320  making  a  percentage  of  51*4  for  this  ago* 
the  number  of  children  immunised  between  the  age  of  5  and  14  was  258  producing 
a  percentage  of  69.3,  When  each  fresh  mother  attends  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre  she  is  presented  with  a  leaflet  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
During  the  year*  the  Health  Visitor  paid  a  personal  visit  to  each  house,  meeting 
with  a  satisfactory  response.  Advice  is  also  given  at  the  Clinics  and 
enquiries  made. 

Scabies. 

Scabies  is  a  war  disease  and  though  it  has  not  been  so  prevalent' 
in  this  area  compared  wiih  other  authorities,  still  it  has  been  disquieting. 

The  clinic  is  held  at  the  First  Aid  Post  and  all  case3  occuring  in  tho  district 
are  referred  to  this  department  by  their  Medical  Practitioners,  The  nurse  in 
charge  gives  the  necessary  treatment  under  my  supervision.  The  number  of  cases 
treated  totalled  151,  as  follows  :  - 

i. 

Adults  female  24 . 

Adults  male  12. 

Children  5  to  18  years  98. 

Children  undor  5  years  17. 

In  this  connection  464  baths  were  given  with  appropriate  treatment. 

The  Council  have  made  -very  adequate  provisions  and  facilities  for 
the  treatment  and  the  nurse  has  voluntarily  given  her  services  which  are  much 
appreciated. 


The  V  omen*  3  Voluntary  Committee  have  been  very  helpful  at  the  clinics 
and  are  represented  by  two  of  their  number  being  members  of  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee. 


Many  thanks  are  duo  to  them  and  to  the  help  received  from  the  Clerk 
and  Officials  of  the  Council. 

Suggestions  from  -the  department  for  the  welfare  of  the  community  to 
the  Committee  have  been  very  favourably  considered. 

Attached  herewith  is  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 

Inspector, 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  PLITCROFT,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


AHIUTAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  194 3. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  work  of  the  department  has  been  "we  11  maintained  in 
spite  of  difficulties  owing  to  shortage  of  inspectorial  staff.  Many  additional 
duties  not  covered  by  this  report  have  boon  carried  out,  chiefly  in  connection 
with  Civil  Defence 


HOUSING  AND  OVERCROWDING. 

Time  essential  repairs  to  houses  continued  throughout  the  year 
and  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  comma di ties  the  great  difficulty  has  not  ' 
boon  the  lack  of  materials  but  the  acute  shortage  of  Building  Trade  Operatives. 


,  Present  indications  are  against  on  early  rotum  ot'ttn  nm* 

ostilitios,  to  the  demolition  of  houses  unfit  for  hihon  habitation  T  . 

**  *°  2"?  home,  will  bo  fJr  aoco^odaiion  fr« 

w  °  c‘r0  ivins  wi’th  relatives  and  who  have  had  no  hemes  of  their  own. 

buildina  op-nin  -hi1'0  ba5i°  °f  th°  noW  typos  °**  housds  o^anplatod  whan 

building  again  becomes  possible  are  so  different  from  pre-war  tvnos'that  if  i,  • 

inevitable  that  Housing  Standards  will  have  to  bo  radically  revised. 

boon  cons  id  or  nd  l*  tl  ^1SJinc^1y  Possible  that  many  houses  which  would  not  havn 
c  ns  id  orod  as  roady  for  demolition  prior  to  1939  will  in  a  few  veorq  of+nr 

Act  1936  CC ^  In *t ho S sb ^ °Ct  ofT“ti°ri  mder  tho  demolition  sections  of  the  Housing 

St?n ;!n:  vrIi  fh0  S®°  way  1  f001  Krt“i>  exit  before  long  tho  Overcrowding 
tendards  i-d.ll  show  much  needed  improvements. 


accredited  milk 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

ITiero  aro  35  Dairy  Pams  in  tho  district  seven  of  thorn  produce 


i  4- Vi  i  Efforts  wore  contined  during  the  yoar  to  have  ship  pons  braudit 

ir:  111  th° Miik  “d  °ai"ios  ^ 


5 

4 

n 

Cj 


Shippons  provided  with  new  floors  and 
walls  cement  rendered. 

Now  water  services  provided 
Walls  cement  rendered 
Electric  light  provided 
Lighting  and  ventilation  inprovod  £ 

of  nilk  wore  0f  ?1'7,yisit3  wero  ™do  to  dairy  fanes  and  134  sanplos 

i  nine  wore  token  for  examination  as  follows  ;  *.  1 


^Examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli . 


Saxplos  taken  71 

^eduction  Tost  and  B.Coli. 
Samples  taken  63 


70  Negative 
1  Positive 


31  reached  accredited  standards, 

32  failed  to  .roach  accredited  standards 

Bacilli  i-  --rW'l  P?ro®tago  of  sanplos  showing  tho  prosonco  of  Tuborclo 

laid  domklrTc^od^^f111?!? U*  ^'P103  fai:linS  to  oonfom  to  tho  standards 

opioion  +bnN4  r  it  :  nlTk  13  TOry  ^appointing  particularly  as  I  an  of  tho 
opioion  that  tho  tost  as  not  in  itsolf  sufficiently  stringent, 

nilk  production1, that  nuoh  furthcr  progress  will  bo  mdo  in  clpon 

In  warttao  tto  i^ltnbl  r  13  eiTal  San°  incatttlTO  to  produce  clean  milk, 

at  STfSo  nriS  acceptance  of  the  nilk  at  tho  dairy,  whether  clean  or  not, 

milk  production,  '  n°  -;cour',-na  tho  fanner  to  spend  tino  and  money  an  clean 


BAKEHOUSES. 

of  tho  ^P00"53-011?  of  bakehouses  woro  carried  out  and  tho  attention 

ond  DrurS  ActTqSR  r  to8tano°8  the  provisions  of  Sec.  13  of  tho  Food 

g  1938  regarding  Imewashing  and  cleanliness  generally, 

S_AN I TARY  IN S PECTION S  OF  THE  AREA. 


yoar  :  - 


Tho  following  inspection  and  visits  woro  carried  out  during  tho 


Cowsheds  and  dairies 
Bakehouses 
Eactorios 
Butcher’s  shops 
Offensive  trades 
Cannon  lodging  houses 


217. 

21; 

10. 

57. 

12, 

3. 


I 


"  }  I 


Pood  preparing  provisos  -47,  ■ 

Infectious  diseases  112. 

_ _  4 

235  houses  were  inspected  for  nuisances  and  565  rc-insp actions  in 
connection  with  nuisances  6arriod  out.  The  following  is  a  summarised  list 
.of  the  nuisances  abated  :  - 


Water  closets 

27. 

Drains 

93. 

Floors 

17. 

Coilings 

29; 

Plastering  of  walls 

35. 

Eavcsgufcters  and  downspouts 

17. 

Roofs 

43. 

Extcmall  walls. 

11. 

Windows 

25; 

Sinks 

6. 

Yard  surfaces 

13. 

Dust  bins 

145, 

Uoxious  accumulations 

6. 

Verminous  infestations 

io ; 

Washboilors 

21; 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  bo 

n. 

a  nuisance 

Total  :  « 

509. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION,  DISPOSAL  AMD  SALVAGE, 

ihls  work  has  proceeded  in  a  fairly  satisfactory-manner  during  the  year. 
I  have  again  to  report  a  greater  preponderance  of  non  over  60  yoars  of  ago  than  tho 
dopartnant  can  usefully  employ. 

A  groat  deal  of  time  was  devoted  to  the  Salvage  Campaign,  tho  receipts 
f ran.  which  are  tending  to  decrease. 


I  on,  Gent  1  anon. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  C.  WARD, 

Sanitary  '*'nspector. 


